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esting that here, as in so many other cases, no effective
progress was claimed till after 1933. There was an old
peasant lady present, really one of the old time, who was
evidently now taking an active part in the work of this
kolhoz, and sat at tea with us when we were entertained
by the head of the farm and his chief colleagues. She
described the dark days of the old time, when the best
that a peasant could hope for in the way of an entertain-
ment was a magic lantern operated by the deacon and
showing scriptural pictures, and when machinery was
almost entirely absent. Now she had even seen some of
the most notable films in Moscow more than once. She
was a hearty old lady and her pictures were very vivid.
I was asking how far the peasants now threw themselves
into the work of the farm, and when they had first begun
to do so. " In 1933 ? " I suggested. With a vigorous
gesture she replied : " In 1933 it was smuta "—a word
which almost means civil war. It certainly seemed here
that the plan of corporate work had been accepted, and
that of Lenin's two favourite prescriptions, compulsion
and persuasion, the second was at the present time
the instrument in more general use. A talk with
the chairman of the local Soviet and his colleagues
showed that it was the practice to refer all questions of
any importance for common deliberation. The school
was a very great advance on old times. So were the
co-operative stores. A club was now available through
the recent confiscation of the village church. " We have
at last been able," said the manager, a Party man, " to
convince them that that is all a he." However, the one
house which he entered at chance, to show us an interior,
was full of icons, for another old peasant lady who lived

